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Members Update August 2018 
 
Dear Member, 
 

Here is the latest information update for you. 
 

AGM News 
Over 30 members attended the AGM hosted by the ringers at All Saints Leighton Buzzard on 19 May. 
 

We stood to remember Miriam Clark and James Taylor who had died since the last AGM. 
 

The following Association officers were elected: 
President - Sue Silver 
Vice-President - Pat Albon 
Honorary Secretary - Terry Brown 
Honorary Treasurer - Tim Blunt 
Honorary Peal Secretary – Christine Williams 
Honorary Librarian - Pat Albon 
Independent Accounts Examiner -Trevor Groom 
 

Anthony Smith was thanked for his 11year stint as Peal Secretary. 
 

Technical Advisor - we are still without a formal Technical Advisor. Requests for technical help can still be 
made to techadvisor@bacbr.org.uk ,they will be passed on to members who are willing to give informal 
advice. 
 

2019 subscription rates will be unchanged. If you are a tax payer please gift aid your subscription, it is an 
easy fund raiser for us. 
 

Association Bell Restoration Fund (BRF) - the proposed rule change to slim down the BRF Committee was 
passed. This was in response to long standing concerns by some members about a lack of independence 
between the Association’s Trustees (the General Committee) and the BRF Committee. The rule change 
means that the President, Vice President and Association Treasurer are no longer BRF Committee 
members and a new role of BRF Committee Chairman has been created. The Rev Guy Scott was elected 
as BRF Chairman. You can see the revised rules on the website here - 
http://www.bacbr.org.uk/association/bell-restoration/association-bell-restoration-fund/ 
 

We elected, and welcomed, two new Ringing Members – Ciaran Mapp and Alyson Smith both from 
Ampthill.  
  

Data protection and privacy - we discussed the implications of the new General Data Protection 
Regulations. Our privacy statement has been updated and is on the website and in the annual report. It 
was agreed that we didn’t need to contact every member individually about this. We will review and update 
the membership forms during the year. You can read the data protection and privacy statement here - 
http://www.bacbr.org.uk/association/business/data-protection/ 
If you have any queries about the data we hold about you, or you have recently changed your email 
address/phone number, please email me secretary@bacbr.org.uk or phone 01462 631057 / 07932 627476 
 

The 2019 AGM will be on 18 May, hosted by the Bedford District, venue still to be confirmed. 
 

Other News 
 

Ridgman Trophy 10 bell Striking Competition, Saturday 16 June at St Peters St Albans. 
Congratulations to our team who came 3rd out of 7 teams, which was won by the Hertford County 
Association. The Bedfordshire ringers were: Martin Major, Ros Keech, Charlotte Smith, Anthony Smith, 
John Loveless, Philippa Whittington, Richard Horne, Alan Shepherd, Frank Rivett and Stephen Stanford. 
Thanks to Philippa who organised the team and practice arrangements. You can read more here - 
http://ridgmantrophy.elyda.org.uk/ 
 

Ringing World National Youth Competition (RWNYC), Saturday 7 July in London  
Our young ringers and supporting entourage, travelled to London for this year’s RWNYC. Having made it 
through the qualifier at St Olave Hart Street, our team came joint 3rd in the final held at St James 
Garlickhythe. The overall winners of the Whitechapel Trophy were the Sussex Young Ringers. 
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Many congratulations to Bedfordshire ringers - Kristian White-Spunner, Charlotte Francis, Rebecca 
Gordon, Clarrie Scott (who called the changes so well), Chloe Gray, Jonathan Nash, Cameron White-
Spunner and Izzy Byers. Reserves, Henry Francis, Jess Harper and Cara Nocera, joined in the day’s 
activities but didn’t need to ring in the competition. Thanks to all the supporters and parents who came to 
help on the day. 
Next year the competition is being held in Liverpool on 6 July 2019.  
 

Armistice Ringing 11 November – some clarification of what’s going on! 
I have had the following information from the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers (CCCBR): 
 

‘Ringing Remembers’ is the campaign officially endorsed and sponsored by HM Government for (a) 
recruiting new ringers and (b) ringing open at 12:30pm on Sunday 11th November - aligning with the 
published agenda for processions and marches in celebration of peace.  CCCBR has been working hard 
with government officials to finalise and announce plans for ringing on the centenary of the Armistice, but 
we were under strict embargo until Friday 13th July, which is when the media release was published. 
 

‘Battle's Over’ is the private initiative of Bruno Peek, MBE.  Bruno has demonstrated energy, drive and 
passion to put together a compelling programme of events on the evening of 11th November, inviting 
ringing at 7:05pm.  Although his initiative gained early support from various military organisations and 
CCCBR, it is not backed by central government or Buckingham Palace. 
 

Over the past year CCCBR representatives have been trying to align the varying requests for ringing on 
11th November (we have also had approaches from the British Legion and other bodies), but this has not 
proved possible.  Nevertheless, knowing the national mood to acknowledge this centenary, CCCBR 
encourages all ringers to respond as they see fit, taking into account the wide variety of local 
circumstances.  Ringing open at or around 12:30pm is the ideal and recommended option, but any time 
that afternoon / evening is also supported.  General ringing, quarter peals, peals - let's do it! 
 

Other Useful Information 
 

Bedfordshire Association Peals  - our new  Peal Secretary, Chris Williams, will be pleased to receive full 
details (ringers names, composition, fee) from conductors within 4 weeks of the peal being rung (or by 14th 
January if rung in the preceding December). Email Chris at pealsecretary@bacbr.org.uk. The peal fee is 
currently 50p per ringer.   
If one of the peal band isn’t a current BACBR member they can be elected, as an Associate Member, prior 
to a peal attempt provided that the proposer and seconder are Voting Members and taking part in the peal. 
The new member’s details and membership fee, currently £5, should be given/sent to the relevant District 
Secretary or me. Their election must be ratified at any BACBR meeting within 3 months of the peal attempt. 
If you weren’t aware, peal fees and Associate Member subscriptions are transferred each year to the 
Association BRF - a very good cause! 
Peals rung during the year are published in the Association Annual Report; there is also a Ringing World 
Bell Board ‘feed’ to our website home page so it’s possible to see who has been ringing what and where. 
 

Ronald J Sharp Ringing Centre at St Andrews Biggleswade - to arrange use of the Ringing Centre and 
equipment - email biggleswadebellringers@gmail.com .   
Future bell and ringing centre bookings are viewable on the website calendar at 
www.Biggleswadebells.org.uk 
You can read more about the Ringing Centre here - http://www.bacbr.org.uk/learn-to-ring/the-ronald-j-
sharp-ringing-centre-st-andrews-church-biggleswade/ 
 
2019 Centenary of the Woman’s Institute (WI) 
2019, is the centenary of the Woman’s Institute and Bedfordshire WI have contacted our Association to ask 
if we would do some ringing on Friday 27 September 2019 to mark the occasion. This is also a possible 
recruitment opportunity – for WI members to learn to ring in time to be able to participate in some ringing. 
More information is available at http://www.bacbr.org.uk/association/events/other-events/ 
 

Next General Committee meeting - is on 20 October. If you have anything to raise, ideas or suggestions 
for events, activities or fund raising opportunities please contact me or your District Committee.  
 
BACBR Website – please look at the website for what’s on next, news and other information 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
Kind regards 
Terry Brown, Honorary Secretary 
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